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Bikeway/Trail will cost $6.2 million to build
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follow Fleisch Road for ¢ / 2 3
i The v v son) ER : 71 | bikes 32 miles to

by TMWA, is on the south side
of the river.

About a mile into California,
the trail would cross the Fleisch
suspension bridge owned by
TMWA and then the trail would
remain on the north side of the §
river to Hirschdale.

The Fleisch bridge is the only
river crossing until Hirschdale;

But a pedestrian bridge has to
be built over Interstate 80 about
three miles east of Hirschdale
and then another bridge is re-
quired nearby where the freeway
is deeply cut into the cliff.

The' route requires using
only two existing crossings over
Union Pacific Railroad tracks.

“The intent is to use the old
Lincoln Highway roadbed as
much as possible,” she said. “It's |
already there, and it has historic
interest.” ¥

In all, Phillips estimares the
10 miles of erail will cost ar least
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work for great view

By day, Chris Askin is the executive directorof
the Community Foundation in Reno.

But in the early moming hours or occasionally
after work, the mo“,.ma-.c_w.%ﬂm.z_m:. of Glenshire,
near Truckee, can often be found riding his bike
along a dirt road in the Truckee River Canyon.

While it can be an ordeal, Askin considers it
one of the spectacular commutes on the planet.

“It’s pretty fast through the canyon,” he said.
“It’s a beautiful ride, a spectacular ride. You
by old hydropower generator plants and see t
flumes and the railroad trestle.”

He also crosses a pedestrian nsion bri
at Fleisch, abour a mile into California from
line, his favorite spot. He stays on
the south side of the river most of the trip.

In all, his commute from Glenshire, a neigh-
borhood that sits on the hill above Hirschdale,
south of Boca Reservoir, is about 32 miles to his
office at Arlingron Avenue and Plumb Lane in
Reno.
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Janet Phillips, the guiding force behind the Tahoe-Pyramid Bikeway, walks across Fleisch bridge, near Floriston,
over the Truckes River on Deg, 23,

two large outcroppings, she said  alongside the freeway.

$6.2 million to build. Details .m._,,n nmicﬁ nan totals w_uo:m 10 awrgm%m
While it's a long shot, she said : . it’s al lar spot for The ian footbrid a sole rider, he takes a private dirt ro m
VDS AL RGE the group has applied for a mm An article about building the M_m%vﬂu% ».mewwqwbnnmmw the highway Sﬂn_m be mﬁ:ﬂbancmoq Hirschdale and follows it deep into the canyon

Pyramid trail, by Janat Phillips

Janet Philis, the guiding force behind she Tahoe-Pyramid Bievay, walks Fisiseh bridpe over the Truckse Aiver on Dec. 23. million economic stimulus grant But other than the dirt park- the one built near Saint Mary's and then takes old sections of Highway 40 and

bridge, Incaled near Flgiston, 3 criial st i guting work o the Biteway started next year to build it. and with photos by AGJ phioto ing areas, the only amenity for Regional Medical Center in rideson the gravel along the railroad tracks. That
Much of the money would go M“ﬂﬂ%_ﬁu_.mﬂ:ﬂﬂwha ._.Hﬂ_m visitors in the entire canyon isa  downtown Reno and has been es- cobble, he said, is the worst part of the ride.
into building the two bridgesand  magazine, It can be viewed at reable restroom at Floristonfor  timated at $862,000. If Caltrans By the end of fall, Askin isin great shape. And

two miles of rock walls where
the trail will cut into the big cliff
berween Hirschdale and Floris-

ayakers, Phillips said.
If grant funds are obrained,
Phillips said trail work would be-

he's been doing the commute for the past five
years when he has time. Early spring, he rides
once every two weeks and then weekly through

requires a taller bridge, it could
cost several million dollars.
And then there’s another

www.AmericanTrails.org.

ton. The group has applied fora  Interstate 80, people could bring * gin atboth ends of the canyon.  hiurdle to be overcome, Nevada summer and fall. .
$350,000 grant from California bikes toride in the canyonoruse  From the Verdi side, the first County plans to abandon in a The downhill ride takes two hours. Uphill is
to get thar started. it for snowshoeing or cross-coun-  major task is improving the few years a bridge ar Hirschdale 2V hours.

Here, motorists on Interstate:

Hﬂ.&_mﬂo:wﬂmnﬁmm
Truckee River Canyon e=t.:

First section of Tahoe-Pyramid Bikeway may be built this year e o o

He takesthe Dog Valleyroute about 60 percent
of the time. Dog Valley Road from Verdi leads up
to Boca Reservoir. That's 36 miles and takes an
extra half hour. But he competes with trucks and
boat trailers near Boca, saying it makes it more
dangerous than the canyon route.

He'svery much in supportof the pr trail,
saying he believes stretches of it will be used by
many people once it is paved, including mothers
on roller skares pushing baby strollers.

— Sue Voyles, RGJ

try skiing in the winter. People TMWA suspension footbridge.
already use ¢ pots to go fish- * It's alitele bouncy walking across
ing or check out a favorite swim-  ir, and it needs more railings and
ming hole. : asealed deck.
California Fishand Gameown  Phillips said those improve-
trail on their private road. property and eventually intends  ments have yet to be negotiated
Here and elsewhere, “we ar- o creare a gateway with paved and are nor included in the $6.2.
‘rived at this trail route by process  parking about a mile into Cali- million estimare.
of elimination,” Phillips said. | wc:.._.u. Phillips said. This is the A the top, work would begin
With Calerans already provid- - same area where the Fleisch sus- © on that difficult route between
ing informal parking areas along pension bridge is located. With - Hirschdale and Floriston, cut

that's considered unsafe: From
there, riders would take Hirsch-
dale Road to get to the freeway
near the Boca Reservoir exit.

If the bridge is nor replaced,
the route would follow West Hin-
ton Road to Boca, adding more

“miles of climbing on a dire road.
“It’s not a fatal flaw but it's not
as scenic as the bridge route,” she
said.

_ from the Lir

his-
o and we are going
ng some of it back to life,” Phil-

fgroup
River Canyen — with high s of ars of planning for the
bulding the first sections of tmail into project a big hurdle was passed on
rﬁﬂmr_ﬁ_ this year, Dee. 10 when the Trckee-Donner
s i the bigone iwaited by many Rec and Park District Board
local cyclists. _ﬁw::.a an environmental study for
The route would follow the river  the project that was required by Cals-
ind Interstare #0 _ﬂ. the steep can-

Boamia

yom faced with high rock wallsand  “With thar sudy done, setfous fursd-
rock croppings 1o Hirschdale near begin and Phillips already
Truckee. Diry roads from Boca Res  has applied for two grants.

ervoir o Dog Valley Road in Verdi  The Californin Department of

would ereate ane gint loop for die-
Teards.
Chiris Askin, utive

Transportaticon, the biggest land-

‘owmier involved, also has to endorse

wha frequently rides along the mil-
road rracks or abandoned highway
road from Trackee o work in Reno in
the summer; smid ke expects the bike
route woald be as AWME the one
10 the top of the | dormant
volcane on M.

! ing robe hugely pop-
ular and it will figure into toarism of
our area n a big way™ he said.

It's the biggest missing ok in fin-
ishing the T.ﬂ;s.:iu:&»._:n the river
from Lake Takoe to Pyramid Lake,
said Janet Phillips, wha founded the
group of volunteers working on the
project.

Their mission, she mid, is get'a

bikeway designed as quickly as pos-
sible, following the river on its 116-
mile journey and then go back and
ke im| E..ni.zcn.nm. a5 paving.
mckee River Canyon're-
routing the wrall across two
along a federal highway and
on urilicy land. Of the 12 miles, Phil-
Lips said seven miles i on old oodhed

the | study. Phillips
said Caltrans officials have been co-
operative thus far because they want
o et bikes off of Interstare 50,

"They are, of course, interested in
“w.uﬂ:ﬁszign aspects of this,” she

The Wishoe Couny parks depart-
ment has allocated $125,000 for the
canyon bikeway bi i
a $10 million sh
River provided by the Nevada 2002
outdoors bond issae. Abour 325,000
already has been spent. Funding abio
s being sought from sousces in Cali-
?n.-.—_u.E.__:na said.
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Cooperating with the Pyramid Lake Tribal Council, it has opaned
von shared by Intersaate 50, Union 289 4850 ?ﬂﬁ.ﬁﬂﬂﬂfﬁgmﬂm&;a
Pacific Railroad and the river husn't 5 -sought bikeway betwaen Mogul and Verdi, The graug
been casy. Siready has ralsad S400,000 ot the i ject, starting with 2

The bikeway would be on Truckee betwesn Wogul and Verd. And it obtained approval for 2
Meadows Water Authority land for $500,000 grant to bisid 3 bridgs sast of Snarks, but Storey County
he il of Verds, Then : ! The ffortis headed by Janat
it will be on Caltrans right-of-way, Phillips, a ratited Siema Pacific Powar Go. executie; and shout a

From Verdi, the rrail would 1o ity 2 GBEIE,
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seE BRIKEWAY on 3E

DETAILS: ww tpbievray.org,



